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Selecting Air-Purifying Respirators (APR)
for Particulate Protection

When oil is not present in the formulation, pesticide label
statements will specify “use any N, R, P or HE filter”, combining
non-powered (N, R, P) and powered APR (HE) particulate filter
designations. Of these label options, applicators often choose
N95 filtering—facepiece respirators (FFR).

When you can’t locate an N95 FFR, you may safely substitute:
1) N99, N100, R95, R99, R100, P95, P99 or P100 FFR
2) Half/full facepiece APR with N95, N99, N100, R95, R99,
R100, P95, P99 or P100 particulate filters. Combination
chemical cartridge/particulate filter respirators or gas masks
could also be substituted.
3) PAPR with HE particulate filter(s). Combination chemical
cartridge/HE particulate filter PAPR may be substituted.
The photo to the right shows some examples of respirators that
could be used as substitutes for an N95 FFR.

If N series filters are not listed on the label, the pesticide
formulation or mix has oil or is oil-like. In these cases, the
pesticide label requires use of R- or P-series filters. R-series may
be used for one shift only. If you do add an adjuvant in a tank mix,
use only R- or P- series filters. DO NOT use an N-series filter as
the adjuvant could either contain oil or act like an oil.

Non-powered APR with Particulate Filtering Elements:
clockwise from bottom: N95 FFR; full facepiece APR with
dual replaceable P100 filters; half facepiece APR with
dual replaceable P100 filters; half facepiece APR with
replaceable N95 filter (photo: © Rutgers)

Resources
Educational Publications at: https://npsecstore.com/collections/respiratory-guides
» Rutgers’ Respiratory Protection for Occupational Users of Pesticides
* PERC Worker Protection Standard (WPS) Respiratory Protection Guide
Helpful Web Resources — https://npsec.us/respirators
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